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Flowers  of va r ious  spec ies  of hibiscus,  fami ly  Malvaceae  have been studied in detai l  fo r  their  
fiavonoid content [1]. Substances of other c l a s se s  f r o m  this plant,  which is c losely  re la ted  to the cotton 
plant,  have been studied little. The p r e s en t  p a p e r  gives the resu l t s  of the isolation and study of some 
subs tances  of the leaves  of a hybr id  hibiscus growing in the botanical  garden of the Academy of Sciences 
of the Uzbek SSR. 

The plant m a t e r i a l  col lected was ex t rac ted  with ch loroform.  The solvent was dist i l led off and the 
res idue  was t rea ted  with acetone. Acetone-soluble  (A) and acetone-insoluble (B) f rac t ions  were  obtained 
[2]. F rac t ion  A was repea ted ly  ex t rac ted  with pe t ro l eum ether  (with heating). The pe t ro leum e ther  ex t rac t  
was pa s sed  through a column fil led with alumina.  The column was washed success ive ly  with benzene,  
ether,  acetone, and methanol.  The p e t r o l e u m  ether  eluate,  a f te r  d is t i l la t ion of the solvent  and f rac t ional  
r ec rys t a l l i z a t i on  f r o m  acetone, yielded two c rys ta l l ine  subs tances  with mp 50-51°C and 55-56 ° C, ident i -  
fied as the h igh-molecu la r -we igh t  hydrocarbons  t e t racosane  C24H50 and hexacosane  C2GH54. 

The benzene and methanol ic  eluates deposited a c rys ta l l ine  substance  with mp 68-69 ° C identified by 
its e l emen ta ry  analysis  and the p repa ra t ion  of the acetyl  der iva t ive  and urethane as docosanol  C22H45OH. 
The r e m a i n d e r  of f rac t ion  A and of the pe t ro l eum e ther  ex t r ac t  were  also saponified. The saponificat ion 
products  were  passed  through a column of act ivated carbon,  and then a substance c rys ta l l i zed  out with 
mp 64-65 ° C which proved  to be  s t ea r ic  acid. A pe t ro l eum e ther  ex t r ac t  of f rac t ion  B was pas sed  through 
a column filled with a lumina and the eluate was saponified to give a mix tu re  of  f a t ~  acids consis t ing of 
myr i s t i c ,  pa lmit ic ,  s t ea r i c ,  and arachidic  acids,  as was show~a by r e v e r s e - p h a s e  par t i t ion chromatography  
[3] in 90% acet ic  acid. These  fatty acids could be  detected only af ter  the saponification of the ex t rac ts ,  
which showed that they were  p r e s e n t  in them in the bound fo rm.  

The ace tone-so luble  f rac t ion  B yielded, in addition to fat ty acids,  another  c rys ta l l ine  substance  
C29H50 O with mp 137-138 ° C giving quali tat ive reac t ions  fo r  s te ro ls .  The phys icochemica l  p r o p e r t i e s  of 
the substance  i tself  and its der iva t ives  (acetyl and benzoyl  der iva t ives )  showed that it was f i - s i tos te ro l .  
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